Pre-reading Questions
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.8 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.8
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.8V

1. What is snow?
2. Where does snow come from?
3. Have you ever made a snowman?
4. How do you make a snowman?
5. What is addition?
6. Can you count to one hundred?
By tens? By fives?
7. What is a rhyme?
8. What is a poem?
9. What is a couplet?
10. What is an equation?

Pre-reading Word Problem Lesson:
Cla ssro om G u ide
100 Snowmen is a mathematically rhyming story
that uses whimsically illustrated snowmen and
couplets to engage readers in math. In 100
Snowmen, couplets link two parts of a mathematical
word problem. Each couplet is followed by the
actual math problem. Each paired couplet has a
different amount of snowmen to add up from the
lowest sum of three to the highest of nineteen.
Students will count a variety of snowmen, from
sledding snowmen to snowmen playing hide and
seek. The grand finale of the book features all one
hundred snowmen and the math equation adding
them all together.
100 Snowmen provides a unique approach to
teaching counting and addition. This story aligns
with the popular 100th Day of School celebration. In
addition to math lessons, the use of couplets in 100
Snowmen provides a platform for lessons on both
rhyming and poetry. Students from first through
third grade will create their own rhyming couplets
and math problems. Teachers can use 100 Snowmen
as an introduction to basic mathematical equations,
word problems and poetry/rhyming.
The following questions will set the stage for
reading 100 Snowmen and introduce your students
to some of the concepts in the book.

100 Snowmen

CCSS.Math.Content.1.NBT.C.4 CCSS.Math.Content.2.OA.A.1
CCSS.Math.Content.3.NBT.A.2

Prepare your students to read 100 Snowmen by
showing them how to translate word problems into
simple written math equations. Give each student
the handout on page 2 and go over the example
with them. Allow the students to complete the rest
of the handout on their own or in pairs.

R hyming C o uplet Lesson:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.1.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1.1j

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1f

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3

Students will create couplets of their own using
the first line of each couplet from 100 Snowmen
as a guide. This lesson is a post-reading assignment
to help students understand couplets. Guide your
students in filling in the chart on page 3 with words
that rhyme with the last word of the couplet. After
filling out the chart, pair the students up and have
them make sentences completing the couplet with
one of the rhyming words. Encourage the students
to look at 100 Snowmen for inspiration in completing
their couplets. Wrap up the assignment by re-reading
the book and letting your students take turns
completing the sonnets with their own creations.
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Pre-reading Word Problem Lesson:

Word Problem

Equation

Isabelle got 2 dolls for her
birthday. She already had 5 dolls.
How many does she have now?

2+5=7

Chase picked 6 blue flowers and
7 red flowers. How many flowers
did he pick?
Haley caught 3 fish and Brantley
caught 10 fish. How many fish
did they catch in total?
There are 12 boys and 3 girls
in Mrs. Olson’s class. How many
kids are in the class altogether?
Liam has 1 pencil. Gabe has 4.
How many do they have in total?
Giacamo has 11 books. Caroline
has 8. How many books do they
have combined?
Matthew has 13 cups. Alaina has
5. How many cups do they have
altogether?
w

100 Snowmen
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R hyming C o uplet L esson:

Line 1 from 100
Snowmen couplet:

Words That
Rhyme With…

One lonely snowman has a
carrot nose.

nose:

Three more snowmen count
the stars at night.

night:

Five more snowmen sledding
down the hill.

hill:

Seven more snowmen make a
snowshoe track.

track:

Nine more snowmen skip and
laugh and play.

play:

Nine more snowmen like to
have a race.

race:

Seven more snowmen try on
hats and mittens.

mittens:

Five more snowmen skate on
silver ice.

ice:

Three more snowmen playing
hide-and-seek.

seek:

One last snowman calls out to
his friends then.

then:

100 Snowmen
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Addition C ouplet/E quation
Writing Less on:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.1.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1.1j

CCSS.Math.Content.1.NBT.C.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1f

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.1 CCSS.Math.Content.2.NBT.B.5
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NBT.A.2

Students will create their own original couplet/
equation story using original artwork and their
own topics. After completing the above lessons
and reading the book, students will be ready to
apply what they have learned. 100 Snowmen will
be an excellent source of inspiration and guidance
as the students prepare to create their own story.

Materials:

100 th Day of Sc hool
100 Snowmen Lesson:
The 100th Day of School has been celebrated in
elementary schools for many years. Students and
teachers all over use the hundredth day of school
as both a celebration and an opportunity to teach
a variety of counting and math skills. The snowmen
created in this art lesson will be used in a variety of
counting and math exercises.

Materials:
100 popsicle sticks
Construction paper
Plastic baggies (one per student)
Several Dixie cups

Construction paper or poster board

Crayons, markers, and colored pencils

Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

Cotton balls

Various art supplies

Glue

Assign students to small groups or pairs. Each
group of students will create their own five-to-six
couplet story. Students should refer back to 100
Snowmen when creating their math couplets.
Give the students several sample prompts to get
started.
Two _________ were flying in the sky. _____ more
joined them to learn how to fly.
Students will draw pictures of each line/couplet
combination and create an equation for each
couplet. On the last page, just like in 100 Snowmen,
they will add up all of the equations in one super
equation!

10 – 1-foot-long foam blocks
Additional craft supplies for decoration

Setup:
A day or two before building the snowmen, have
your students take turns tracing two circles using
a Dixie cup. On the construction paper, students
will trace the bottom of the Dixie cup for the head
of the snowman and the top of the cup for the
body of the snowman. You will need one hundred
of each large and small circles. Make sure you
divide them up among your students. Once you
have traced one hundred circles, have your students
cut them out and put them in a plastic baggie
labeled with their name. Collect and save them
for the construction day.

Building Snowmen:
A day or two before the 100th Day of School each
student will build and decorate as many snowmen
as they have been assigned. Have your students
attach one small circle and one large circle to each
popsicle stick using glue. Students will decorate
their snowmen using the art supplies and cotton
balls. They will also need to write their name on
the back of each of their snowmen. Place them in
a safe place to let the glue dry.

Preparing to count:
Cut each of the five foam blocks in half and divide
them among your students. Have the students push
ten snowmen into each block. They should now
have ten blocks, each with ten snowmen sticking
out of it.

100 Snowmen
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100 Snowmen Pla ce Value
and C ounting Lessons:
CCSS.Math.Content.1.NBT.C.4 CCSS.Math.Content.1.NBT.B.2
CCSS.Math.Content.2.NBT.B.5 CCSS.Math.Content.3.NBT.A.2

In this lesson students will use their one hundred
snowmen to count from one to one hundred.
While counting, they will learn the ones, tens,
and hundreds place value. They will also use the
snowmen to count by fives and tens.
Counting to one hundred using place values:
1. Place three large poster boards on the
ground.
2. Order and label them: Hundreds, Tens and
Ones.
3. Guide the students in placing ten snowmen
one by one onto the ones poster.
4. Once they reach ten have them stick all ten
snowmen into one of the foam blocks and
transfer it over to the tens poster board.
5. Continue counting eleven through twenty
before transferring the next ten snowmen to
another foam block and onto the tens poster.
6. Repeat until reaching one hundred then move
all of the blocks over to the hundreds poster.
Celebrate counting to one hundred!
Counting to one hundred by tens and fives:

Subtraction Lesson:
CCSS.Math.Content.1.NBT.C.4 CCSS.Math.Content.2.NBT.B.5
CCSS.Math.Content.3.NBT.A.2

Students will use their one hundred snowmen to
practice subtraction. Students will start with the
grand finale page of 100 Snowmen and reverse
the equations back to the beginning of the story.
1. Create several subtraction word problems and
assist the students in writing the equations
for them.
2. As a class, read 100 Snowmen backward
starting with one hundred snowmen and
subtracting as you go:

100–5 = 95, 95–9 = 86, 86–13 = 73,
73–17 = 56, 56–19 = 37, 37–15 = 22,
22–11 = 11, 11–7 = 4, 4–3 = 1
3. Use the one hundred snowmen and the
blocks as visuals to assist in the subtraction:
Start with all one hundred snowmen on the
hundreds poster, have a student take one
block of five snowmen away, and then count
by fives to determine how many are left
(i.e., 100–5 = 95). Move ninety snowmen to
the tens column and five to the ones before
continuing the countdown. Using the tens
and ones column finish the subtraction,
counting down all the way to one.

Keep the snowmen in groupings of ten and use
them to count by tens.
Group them in fives and count to fifty.

100 Snowmen
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C o mm on C ore Sta te Standa rds
C onnections for 100 Snow men
and Cla ssro om G uide:
Grade One Standards
With guidance and support
from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer
a question.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.8

Participate in collaborative
conversations with diverse partners about grade one
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.1.1

Describe people, places,
things, and events with relevant details, expressing
ideas and feelings clearly.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.1.4

Distinguish between
information provided by pictures or other
illustrations and information provided by the
words in a text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.1.6

Write narratives in which
students recount two or more appropriately
sequenced events, include some details regarding
what happened; use temporal words to signal event
order, and provide some sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.3

Produce and expand complete
simple and compound declarative, interrogative,
imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response
to prompts.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1.1j

Add within 100,
including adding a two-digit number and a one-digit
number, and adding a two-digit number and a
multiple of 10, using concrete models or drawings
and strategies based on place value, properties of
operations, and/or the relationship between addition
and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written
method and explain the reasoning used. Understand
that in adding two-digit numbers, one adds tens and
tens, ones and ones; and sometimes it is necessary to
compose a ten.
CCSS.Math.Content.1.NBT.C.4

Count to 120, starting
at any number less than 120. In this range, read and
write numerals and represent a number of objects
with a written numeral.
CCSS.Math.Content.1.NBT.A.1

Understand that the two
digits of a two-digit number represent amounts of
tens and ones.
CCSS.Math.Content.1.NBT.B.2

100 Snowmen

Grade Two Standards
Recall information from
experiences or gather information from provided
sources to answer a question.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.8

Produce, expand, and
rearrange complete simple and compound sentences.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1f

Participate in collaborative
conversations with diverse partners about grade two
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.1

Fluently add and
subtract within 100 using strategies based on place
value, properties of operations, and/or the
relationship between addition and subtraction.
CCSS.Math.Content.2.NBT.B.5

Use addition and
subtraction within 100 to solve one- and two-step
word problems involving situations of adding to,
taking from, putting together, taking apart, and
comparing, with unknowns in all positions (e.g., by
using drawings and equations with a symbol for the
unknown number to represent the problem).
CCSS.Math.Content.2.OA.A.1

Grade Three Standards
Write narratives to develop
real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear
event sequences.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3

Engage effectively in a range
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade
three topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.1

Fluently add and
subtract within 1000 using strategies and algorithms
based on place value, properties of operations,
and/or the relationship between addition and
subtraction.
CCSS.Math.Content.3.NBT.A.2

Free Kids’ Activity Guide also available on
Amazon.com.
This guide was created by Chris Valcarcel, Educational
Consultant, and Jennifer Messinger, Graphic Designer
Do you have questions or feedback for Amazon
Children’s Publishing? Email us at:
acp-institutional-feedback@amazon.com
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